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PROPAGATION PROGRAM AT DECEMBER MEETING!

The next KARS general meeting will —m

be at 7PM on Tuesday, December 6th at
the public meeting room at St. Mary’s
Hospital. After the usual business meet-
ing, and election of officers, there will be
a presentation by Harry WD9FYF. Harry
plans to discuss the
propagation to ham radio, how to figure
out propagation on your own, as well as
share some programs on the topic.

NEW YEARS EVE DINNER
If you and your spouse aren’t the types
that go out on New Years Eve and drink
yourselves blind but you would still like to
do a little something to usher in the New
Year, we have a suggestion.

Unofficially, a small group of KARS
members have been meeting at El
Campesino around 6 PM on New Years
Eve for dinner and friendly conversation.
We then go our own way to party or more
often; go home, relax and welcome the
New Year in our own way.

As stated earlier, this is an unofficial
activity...not to be confused with the
annual KARS banquet. While there are
no reservations required, we need to
have an idea of how many plan to show
This is a relaxing get together. No
program. No plans. Just order from the
regular menu, visit, enjoy the food and
have fun. If you and your significant
other plan to attend, send Clay N9IO an
email at: n9io@hotmail.com to let him
know so he can call the restaurant.

KARS BOARD MEETING

KARS December board meeting will be
held in the banquet room of EI Cam-
pesino Mexican restaurant on December
20th.

All KARS members and spouses are
welcome to attend.

Eat at 6:00. Meet at 7:00

NO NEWSLETTER IN JANUARY
Listen for any breaking news on the
Monday night net, or check the website.

BANQUET

relationship of F

KARS KALENDAR

| meeting.

Dec2-4.......cccccvvn.... ARRL 160 Contest
Decb.......coeun.... KARS General Meeting
Dec 10-11.............ARRL 10 Meter Contest
Dec 12(Watseka Mon 7pm) Exam session
Dec20.....cccceuvennnn... KARS Board Meeting
Dec25.....ccoiiiiiiiane Merry Christmas!
Dec 17-18............. Stew Perry 160 Contest
Dec31...ciiiiiiiinn, Happy New Year!
Jan7-8........ce...... ARRL RTTY Roundup
Jan14-15... .o NAQP CW
Jan17.........ccoeeeee... KARS Board Meeting
JaN 21-22. . i, NAQP SSB

Jan 22...... Wheaton Hamfest (8am to 1pm)
Jan 22...(Sunday 6pm)..KARS BANQUET

Jan27-29.....ccceeeiinnn.n. CQ 160 meter CW

The Kankakee Area Radio Society oper-
ates repeaters on:

146.34/.94 107.2 PL Access
449.8/444.8 114.8 PL Access

145.130 (-600) 107.2 PL Access
Additionally, KARS sponsors:

144.39 2 Wide Area APRS digi-peaters
KARS DX Cluster

145.53

WS Z

ELECTION OF OFFICERS AT
DECEMBER MEETING

Nominations for officers and general
board members will be entertained before
the general election at the December
If you feel that you have time to
devote to the club and enjoy having fun
with fellow hams, don't be afraid to run
for office.

KARS HOLIDAY BANQUET
The annual KARS winter banquet will be
held on Sunday, January 22nd at 6 PM.
This is in lieu of our regular meeting. The
banquet this year will again be in the
semi-private  room at the Brickstone
Restaurant and Brewery on Latham Drive
in_Bourbonnais. The Brickstone has an
elegant atmosphere and excellent food.
MENU

Prime Rib $20.99
Chicken Amore $14.99
1/2 Slab BBQ Ribs $14.99
Atlantic Salmon $14.99
Pasta Bella $14.99

All the above include a garden salad
The club will spring for appetizer trays.
It is necessary that you reserve ASAP to
insure your meal. In no event should you
reserve later than two weeks prior to the
event. Send your check to Francis
KEOMG at 326 S. Douglas Avenue,
Bradley, IL 60915 or give it to him in
person at one of the meetings.

Note: The banquet is on Sunday this
year. Hopefully parking will be less of
an issue.

VE EXAM SESSION
KARS VE liaison Carl K9CS reports
that he has scheduled a test session for
Monday Dec 12 at 7:00 PM.

Location: Glen Raymond School,
101 W Mulberry St.
Watseka, IL
Contact: Carl Schroeder, K9CS
815-473-4363
kn2gzr@gmail.com

SUNDAY JANUARY 22
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MY FIRST TIME ON THE AIR

By Brandon, K9BAC

After Howard, AK9F, passed away |
started thinking how he got me into Ham
Radio. | can remember back in 2003 |
was a junior in high school, and | volun-
teered in the school’'s athletic training
department and | was at the varsity foot-
ball practice. Howard called me and |
asked me if | wanted to go to a picnic for
the ham radio club he was part of.
| agreed.

| asked Howard where it was and he
told me that we were going to the air field
to teach me how to jump out of an air-
plane. | don’t think so! | thought. | ques-
tioned it but Howard somehow got me
convinced that | was jumping out of an
airplane that night. Thankfully we didn’t
and it was in fact the picnic. Howard
stopped and grabbed some steaks
(I think) for dinner and we went to the air
field. We had a great time and got to
know some great people.

Howard and | left and on our way
back to drop me off Howard started talk-
ing to Don, KONR, on 94 simplex. Don
was telling Howard that it was nice that |
was able to join them and asking if | was
going to get my license. Howard handed
me his radio and told me some guide
lines and what to do to talk and | could
talk using AK9F. So | talked to Don for a
minute before | started getting out of
range. Howard told me what to do to
switch the radio to key up the repeater.
So | started to talk to Don for another few
minutes before Don got to his house. So
| signed and Howard started to explain to
me how a repeater works, what 73
meant, and some other general informa-
tion of what ham radio is about.

Howard explained to me that also for
what | want to do (Meteorology) ham ra-
dio will help quite a bit. Within the next
couple of years Howard and Sue took me
along with them to the Dayton Hamfest.
During the trip | found a handheld radio
like the one that Howard had and | got it.

Howard found out that | tried to get my
license on my own. | took the test and
barely missed it by 3 questions.

Howard sat down with me and helped
me study for the test again so when | took
the test again, | would have passed.
Sure enough | passed my next test. A
couple weeks after, | got a voicemail from
Howard to call him when | got a chance
regarding my license. | called him back
after | got out of class at KCC and How-
ard told me that one of the other people
that passed their test same day that | did
got their call so he told me to go check

and see if | got mine too.

When | got home | looked it up and
sure enough | got my license. | called
Howard to tell him to turn his radio on
so he could be my first contact. How-
ard did and | made my first contact with
my own call, KCOGNI to AK9F.

HAPPY BIRTHDAY
December Birthdays
Dec1l WDOAYI
Dec7 NILCX
Dec 20 WA9WAQ,
Dec 22 N9OE
Dec 28 K9JLK
January Birthdays
N9TAJ
N9IOQ
WD9FYF
K9XM

KFIIK

Jan4
Jan7
Jan 17
Jan 20
Jan 25 WOLIZ
Jan 27 WO9KK
Let the newsletter editors know if we
miss your birthday or get it wrong

NCS FOR DECEMBER

Dec 5 NOLYE
Dec 12 N9OE
Dec 19 NO9FD
Dec 26 NILYE
NCS FOR JANUARY
Jan 2 NILYE
Jan 9 KONR
Jan 16 NOOE
Jan 23 NOFD
Jan 30 NOLYE

Don’t forget the net!
Mondays at 2100 hrs. local time

KARS ANNUAL AUCTION

As usual, KARS annual auction was a

well attended event. The auctioneers
provided lots of laughs, while members
scored some impressive purchases.

Craig N9FD, Don K9NR, Bill N9OE,
and Don KC9QPM compare notes on
their purchases while waiting for the

totals to be tallied.

Auctioneers extraordinaire Dan
WAIWAQ & Will K9FO “We’re sure we
saw a bid back there.”

Donations by SK AK9F were hot sellers.
Note Rollie NORJM in the background
ready to make a bid.

Tallying the totals: Bookkeeper Clay
N9IO and Treasurer Francis KEOMG,
accept money from John NOLYE, while
auctioneer Dan WA9WAQ observes.

How will Rollie N9RJM ever explain all
these purchases to Jane???


http://www.w9az.com/w9aznets.html

KARS KEY KLICKS PAGE 3 December 2011

Krenives By From the KARS archives circa May 1978
Clay N9IQ Don Kerouac K9NR, Ken Buser WI9YNI (Now WOIE),
Todd Ostrihonsky WB9RDI, Dell Koerner WINKR (sk) and Ed Drolet W9IBU / W9IM (sk)
were all interviewed in a fabulous full page article by the Kankakee Daily Journal Newspaper in May 1978.
Todd Ostrihonsky WB9RDI now of Oviedo, FL was KARS Secretary at the time of this article.

Don Kerouac KONR and Ken Buser WOYNI are both past presidents of KARS and currently serve on it's board of directors.

The entire article is an excellent read and great representation of the amateur radio community of that era.
The page has been split to fit the next two pages into this newsletter format for your review. (Page 1 of the article)

53

The Sunday Journal, Kankakee, Hlinois, May 7, 1978
£75 1A L & WA ? }ok

Experiments of hobbyists have put amateur radio
in the vanguan% of electronic communications since the "20s

Ham radio points the

mmmwﬁmhhﬁ“'m e
bile” unit. ' : Kankakee

AR

which have shrunk ham
mu&vb.!a-:n while broadening the range of
. . perawn
A network of club-sponsored and prl;‘nl:e 9

repeaters has sprung up, say Kerouac and 3 . >
io. er, making long-range communication possible in their

Ham radio, which grew out of ex- from the wide open spaces of America with ¥
perimentation with the wondrous new gadget, suprisingly little power. Close to 4,000 repeaters m
radio, during the 1920s, is thriving these days. are operational in the United States. !
And its are still with ““I drove from here to Toronto and only one
things that may become common someday, time I was in about a 15 to 20 mile area where I For every ham
when the electronics industry picks up the was out of reach of a repeater,” said Buser. radio operater
hams’ lead. Historically, that is the way it often Kerouac said that not long ago while on a va- there Is a radio
works. cation trip through South Dakota he hit a “shack” —

In comparison, CB is a limited medium. 10,000-foot-tall Colorado repeater. “‘It was amateur radie

Amateur radio has generally been known for  around 300 to 400 miles away and I was just slang for the
the ability of its practitioners to communicate running a little 10-watt mobile unit,” recalled ham’s base
around the world. And they are still doing so. Kerouac wistfully. of operations,
But today’s ham operators can bounce their sig- oftena
nals off satellites that their organizations  ANOTHER ADVANTAGE of the repeaters is cairidl e
around the globe have built and put into orbit. ~their capacity to make an P
Mm%&duﬁnﬂ:‘nw. M~w-mh:“hvmm‘by Sadvats

Whll\ ’s more, operators have loped a Buser Kerouac have a regular push-| 3

ans of communicating over a large local phone panel. Signal the repeater, announce call- place facked

low power radio ing intentions, dial, then talk to the person you away m ;
equipment, as did Kerouac and Buser, two local ~called. Phone without wires. .
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g
2
2

ham enthusiasts. If they want, they can call you  But before any businessmen run out to make e
~ on the phone from their radios. a quick investment in radio gear, don’t forget .‘ ffic. Todd
2& the subject is amateur radio. —As in ‘“‘not for Ostrihonsky, at '
~ ““TRADITIONALLY, when people think of profit.” i werks
around radio is strictly non-commercial,” 'uu‘ s
reminded Kerouac. “No way can you take com- henever |
pensation and no way can you compete in the ""'u A
business sector through amateur radio.” j gets
“&(umhml:ndlll;!;dlmmduch Tres a— - :
on point, sal men. ¢ R £ i 4 & ‘
u:sgvmm@.ulgmmmmé - e .‘/./ /'..././ %
ham operators, a rule-conscious bunch, aren’t d_-- © N /0 NED ©/EENS ©/0 IR/ HNE 0 0/ 0
likely to put u; with commercial usage of the % /. /‘ ./ / »_/.._‘ /
So much for one of the modern applications of } /. .{ |
ham radio. There are others, like the ham ./../.- e i .
transmission of television signals. Bl S

y
g

bothered o play )
Kerouac. ‘““And then the government came
eventually and said, ‘Well, we’re going to
over.”

. Though they gripe, Buser and Kerouac con-
cede that amateur radio isn’t exactly being

- pushed out.
“FOR A WHILE MOST ham radio equipment "W still have some very choice chunks of the
‘-MK& frequency spectrum and, realistically speaking,

had what we the government does work for us frequently,”
well over 100 said Kerouac.
of tubes, Jil- Both he and Buser credit the preservation of
was not that amateur radio in great part to the American
Radio Relay League, the national ham organiza-
tion founded in 1814. The ARRL protects ama-
teur frequencies, they say.

“There were and still are a lot of interests
who really couldn’t give a damn about amateur
radio,”” said Kerouac. “They have their own
each other.” reasons for interest in the frequencies we use
~ It would have been hard to miss Buser, who andwguldllkgven'muchlogenhelrmd;m
| said that in high school he attached a 30-foot them. See Hams, page 16
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From the KARS archives circa May 1978

(Page 2 of the article) highlights the experiences of some of Kankakee’s original ham radio
operators back to the 1920’s, Del Koerner WONKR and Ed Drolet W9IBU / W9IM.
Titled 50 years of fiddling with that ‘hewfangled contraption’.

50 years of fiddling with that

‘newfangled contraption’ . . .

Delbert Koerner and Ed Drolet were attracted
to radio when it was still a newfangled con-
traption. People didn’t know quite what to

of it more than 50 years back.

Neil had already stepped onto the
moon while millions of Americans watched by
the time Todd Ostrihonsky became a certified
ham.

Though more than a generation separates
Koerner and Drolet from Ostrihonsky, they are
bound together by the amateur radio fellow-
ship, a society not restricted by age, sex or ge-
ographic boundaries.

These particular operators are tied even
closer by the fact that the three entered ham
radio as young men with a keen interest in
electronics. It just happens that Ostrihonsky
was a young man more than a half century lat-
er than the other two.

Koerner, who helped found
the original Kankakee air-

¥ vate law practice, are two of
the area’s old-time hams.

. Koerner has a license is-

. sued in 1925 but hanging on

the wall of his ham shack is
a group picture of those at-

Regardless, both men have fond memories of
their participation in amateur radio, a hobby
that has grown up in their lifetfme and one
which they still get satisfaction out of regu-
larly.

Home-made spark transmitters were the most
modern in radio rigs as the 1920s began and
Koerner recalls that he and his comrades were
happy to transmit from near Cullom to places
as far away as Dwight, Streator and Pontiac.

Radio was in a rapidly advancing age, how-
ever, and distance marks were broken almost
as quickly as they were set. Communication
over extremely long distances became the ham
radio trademark.

“The big thrill for every-

that goes through it,”
noted Drolet, “‘is the first
time you make a contact.
You keep trying and trying
and the stuff isn't working
right and you can’t get out. ¥
But finally someone answers
you and you shake all over
and go completely panicky.
You are totally rattled that
all of the sudden you can be
talking to someone a couple
hundred miles away."”

Drolet remembers having that sort of ex-
perience when he made his first contact, a con-
versation via Morse code with a radio engineer
in Minnesota.

Hnmradlo!odaylsachanglngspoﬂ Tech-

the

equipment and new ways to apply ham radio

"Elactmnies has been llnumc.“ said Koer-

“In the old days, if you got out 30 or 40

rnues you were doing pretty xood. Now they not

only talk to Mars but they control the thing

from here and do work and send pictures back

and everything. An awful lot is due to the space
"’ added the pioneer.

“It has been an interesting time to live,”" said
Drolet. “I think these young fellows who are de-
vising such things as repeaters are geniuses.
How they figure out how to make those doggone
little transistors and integrated circuits is un-
believable.”

Ostrihonsky, who is 17, a senior at Eastridge
High School and a ham for three years, reflects
some of the old-time ham spirit.

He likes to build and design his own equip-
ment and to communicate through code when
most opt for the voice transmission.

During the Christmas season he relayed
about 15 messages from a Hawaii-based milita-
ry ham to some of the man’s local acquaint-

ances.
“It’s all for mn." he uyl of his hobby. In the
future that might not be the case. Ostril honsky.
is secretary of the Kankakee Area Radio
Sodety. plans to enter Bradley University in
Peoria and major in some phase of electrical
engineering.

What's he like best about amateur radio?
““Talking to new people you would never meet
otherwise. Ywndwmahlewulkmnme-

one friendly on
u:lﬂ:ablgmlddmhhunswchme

Imside Speetrum ...

BARBERSHOP singing has made its way into Kankakee. Rick Davis
tells all about it — aleng with a histery lesson on whe got the whole
thing started in the first place, where, why and when — on page 16.

m"h-mmamcmmmmmmau-m
FM radio station. Rock mausic columnist Jim Riordan listened to

soundtrack and muueelltuudkeal'mhehuuuyak‘tll
in Reck Pop on page 18.

ACADEMICALLY talented
students at the Bourbemnais
Upper Grade Center on a giv-
en day may be doing such
things as this: foerming and
running meck advertising
. agencies, getting their World
War II histery straight frem
the people whe lived it, or
studying the ways handi-
cal people meet their chal-
lenges. It’s a bewildering
world, but these kids are get-

F
3
i
;
g

or 50, are always turning up. ]
{ H " 4 \ . o)
:Hams : _ . _
1 Continued from page 15 nications Commission up on its offer large numbers for the exhibits and A I |tt| e m O re | nS | g ht a.l O n g W|th p h OtO an d yet
& At the rate ham radio is gaining in  to operate a CB radio, especially in flea markets, where all hams head

popularity these days, it seems to be
quite safe from extinction.

Currently, there are an estimated
42 380,000 hams in the United States,
£ 11200,000 worldwide. Though hams
= continue to come from the ranks of
= those interested in electronics, some
E newcomers are converts from CB.

- “A lot of people are introduced to
= radio through CB,” said Buser. “And
: & I think once you are interested in it
—you want to do more. And to be able
wto do m legally you have to get a
* ham radio license.”
‘- There lies the backbone of amateur
-radlo the licensure process. Ham ra-
1 dio has long prided itself on the fact
-thal all of its ranks are certified by
:lhe federal government as radio oper-

3

-
= Today there are five license

the wake of the 55 mph speed limit.

Though neither Kerouac or Buser
has a CB in his car, both say they
could benefit from one.

“By and large most hams are neu-
tral about CB,”" noted Buser. “We get
along and a lot of hams have CB ra-
dios. It's like a telephone, everybody
is entitled to one,”” he said.

Though modern technology has
made an impact, ham radio retains
the traditions established by its
founders.

Trying for distant contacts, or
“DXing,” as it is called, continues to
be popular and most ham operators
still try to work the north pole and
all points south.

Camaraderie is the watchword with
ham operators, whether it be on the
air or at the ham fests that attract

looking for a bargain.

Amateur radio operators still like
to construct their own equipment,
though it’s becoming difficult to com-
pete with the quality of commercial
merchandise.

Ham radio remains a hobby that is
open to all interested enough to learn

another Journal article continues on the next
page featuring Del Koerner WONKR and Ed
Drolet W9IBU.

the code and the electronic theory.

‘“We talk about all the exotic
things, but not everybody has all
that,” commented Kerouac. ““You can
get in as cheap as $150. But the sky
is the limit. I'm sure there are guys
that probably have $100,000 invested
between their huge towers and equip-
ment.”

And ham radio continues to provide
a channel for emergency commu-
nication between distant points for
both military and civil purposes.

-chsses novice, general,
=advanced and extra. To make novice
=a candidate has to be able to com-
prehend five words of International
= Morse per minute and have a
mbasic understanding . of electronics.
-Requircments stiffen as the ham
wmoves up in license classification.
* Kerouac says he has administered
»150 novice tests in the past four or
‘Afive years and KARS, under the aus-
'lpkses ? the Kankakee Valley Park
_‘Dlslrie holds regular classes to pre-
~pare interested persons for the novice
4test. Not everyone completes the
-coum and not all who pass the nov-
ice test stick with ham radio, say the
j.men. Advancing as a ham requires
=some work. The tests are tough.
= On the other hand, CB radio licens-
ns are available to everyone and the
led channels indicate many
.,,have taken the Federal Commu-

retired, is available for;

Qualifications: Christian

R. W. Linder, ordained Methodist minister,

LECTURES o SPEAKING ENGAGEMENTS
REVIVAL MEETINGS e TRAVELOGUES

Evangelist, Scout Leader, 4-H Club Leader
WILL GO ANYWHERE—ANYTIME!

(Including The Holy Land)
Youth Leader,

1 CHARGE *“riiens seer ™
__PHONE®33-1497

Have you been naughty or nice?
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From the KARS archives
Del Koerner WONKR photo circa 1940’s
Ed Drolet WOIBU / W9IM Daily Journal article circa Nov 1957

Pictured left with his “best friend” Rufus,

Ed Drolet W9IBU (call later changed to W9IM) was
State’s Attorney in Kankakee.

Ed was KARS President from 1942-1944.

KARS affiliated with the American Radio Relay League
(ARRL) in 1942 at the direction of Mr Drolet.

Many great photo ops and articles were printed by the
Kankakee Daily Journal in the 1950’s usually featuring
Ed in a civil defense communications / amateur radio
subject article.

This article from November 1957 was a light hearted
response to the Russian space hound launched in
Sputnik 11

Rufus is featured attempting to make contact with a
“malyshka” the “Doggone Red Space Hound”.

Pictured below Del Koerner WIONKR founder of Ko-
erner Aviation on the SW outskirts of Kankakee. An
avid pilot Del was known to “buzz’ the local KARS
Field Day site in his bi-wing plane says Don Kerouac
KONR.

Del’s pilot's license was signed by "the Orville Wright,"
of the Wright brothers.

Del was first licensed as a ham by the Navy in 1918,
at that time the FCC did not yet exist.

Del had also attended the second National Convention
of the American Radio Relay League (ARRL) in
Chicago back in 1923.
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