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The Kankakee Area Radio Society oper-

ates repeaters on: 

146.34/.94  107.2 PL Access 

449.8/444.8 114.8 PL Access 

145.130 (-600) 107.2 PL Access 

Additionally, KARS sponsors:  

144.39     2 Wide Area APRS digi-peaters 

145.53      KARS DX Cluster 

PROPAGATION PROGRAM AT DECEMBER MEETING! 
     The next KARS general meeting will 
be at 7PM on Tuesday, December 6th at 
the public meeting room at St. Mary’s 
Hospital.  After the usual business meet-
ing, and election of officers, there will be 
a presentation by Harry WD9FYF.  Harry 
plans to discuss the relationship of  
propagation to ham radio, how to figure 
out propagation on your own, as well as 
share some programs on the topic.  

   NEW YEARS EVE DINNER 
 If you and your spouse aren’t the types 
that go out on New Years Eve and drink 
yourselves blind but you would still like to 
do a little something to usher in the New 
Year, we have a suggestion. 
    Unofficially, a small group of KARS 
members have been meeting at El    
Campesino around 6 PM on New Years 
Eve for dinner and friendly conversation.  
We then go our own way to party or more 
often; go home, relax and welcome the 
New Year in our own way. 
    As stated earlier, this is an unofficial 
activity...not to be confused with the   
annual KARS banquet.  While there are 
no reservations required, we need to 
have an idea of how many plan to show    
This is a relaxing get together.  No     
program.  No plans.  Just order from the 
regular menu, visit, enjoy the food and 
have fun.  If you and your significant 
other plan to attend, send Clay N9IO an 
email at:  n9io@hotmail.com to let him 
know so he can call the restaurant. 
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KARS HOLIDAY BANQUET 
The annual KARS winter banquet will be 
held on Sunday, January 22nd at 6 PM. 
This is in lieu of our regular meeting. The 
banquet this year will again be in the 
semi-private room at the Brickstone   
Restaurant and Brewery on Latham Drive 
in Bourbonnais. The Brickstone has an  
elegant atmosphere and excellent food. 
MENU 
Prime Rib  $20.99 
Chicken Amore  $14.99 
1/2 Slab BBQ Ribs $14.99 
Atlantic Salmon  $14.99 
Pasta Bella  $14.99 
All the above include a garden salad 
The club will spring for appetizer trays. 
It is necessary that you reserve ASAP to 
insure your meal. In no event should you 
reserve later than two weeks prior to the 
event. Send your check to Francis 
KE9MG at 326 S. Douglas Avenue,  
Bradley, IL 60915 or give it to him in   
person at one of the meetings. 
   Note:  The banquet is on Sunday this 
year.  Hopefully parking will be less of 
an issue. 

ELECTION OF OFFICERS AT 
DECEMBER MEETING 

    Nominations for officers and general  
board members will be entertained before 
the general election at the December 
meeting.  If you feel that you have time to 
devote to the club and enjoy having fun 
with fellow hams,  don’t be afraid to run 
for office. 

KARS BOARD MEETING 
   KARS December board meeting will be 
held in the banquet room of El Cam-
pesino Mexican restaurant on December 
20th.   
     All KARS members and spouses are 
welcome to attend.  
 Eat at 6:00. Meet at 7:00 

VE EXAM SESSION 
     KARS VE liaison Carl K9CS reports 
that he has scheduled a test session for 
Monday Dec 12 at 7:00 PM.  
 
Location: Glen Raymond School,                
  101 W Mulberry St.                
   Watseka, IL 
     Contact: Carl Schroeder, K9CS 
   815-473-4363 
   kn2qzr@gmail.com 

NO NEWSLETTER IN JANUARY 
   Listen for any breaking news on the 
Monday night net, or check  the website.  

KARS KALENDAR 
Dec 2-4……………..…...ARRL 160 Contest 
Dec 6……………....KARS General Meeting 
Dec 10-11...……....ARRL 10 Meter Contest 
Dec 12(Watseka Mon 7pm) Exam session 
Dec 20………………..KARS Board Meeting 
Dec 25………………..…...Merry Christmas! 
Dec 17-18...……….Stew Perry 160 Contest 
Dec 31…………………....Happy New Year! 
Jan 7-8………..……..ARRL RTTY Roundup 
Jan 14-15…………………...…….NAQP CW 
Jan 17……………..….KARS Board Meeting 
Jan 21-22……………….…….....NAQP SSB 
Jan 22…...Wheaton Hamfest (8am to 1pm) 
Jan 22…(Sunday 6pm)..KARS BANQUET 
Jan 27-29…………..……CQ 160 meter CW                    
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http://hornucopia.com/contestcal/contestdetails.php?ref=218
http://www.w9az.com/meetings.html
http://hornucopia.com/contestcal/contestdetails.php?ref=229
http://wheatonhamfest.org/flyer.pdf
http://maps.google.com/maps?hl=en&rlz=1G1TSNA_ENUS366&q=Brickstone+Brewery&gs_upl=5173l5173l0l12534l1l1l0l0l0l0l200l200l2-1l1l0&um=1&ie=UTF-8&ei=8pLaTqGTFoSG2gXonKjnAw&sa=X&oi=mode_link&ct=mode&cd=3&ved=0CBMQ_AUoAg
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KARS ANNUAL AUCTION 
   As usual, KARS annual auction was a 
well attended event.  The auctioneers 
provided lots of laughs, while members 
scored some impressive purchases.  
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HAPPY BIRTHDAY 
December Birthdays 

Dec 1 WD9AYI 
Dec 7 N9LCX 
Dec 20  WA9WAQ,     KF9IK 
Dec 22 N9OE 
Dec 28 K9JLK 

January Birthdays 
Jan 4 N9TAJ 
Jan 7      N9IOQ 
Jan 17 WD9FYF 
Jan 20 K9XM 
Jan 25 W9LIZ 
Jan 27 W9KK 
    Let the newsletter editors know if  we 

miss your birthday or get it wrong 

Auctioneers extraordinaire Dan 
WA9WAQ & Will K9FO “We‟re sure we 

saw a bid back there.” 

Donations by SK AK9F were hot sellers.  
Note Rollie N9RJM in the background 

ready to make a bid. 

MY FIRST TIME ON THE AIR 
   By Brandon, K9BAC 
     After Howard, AK9F, passed away I 
started thinking how he got me into Ham 
Radio.  I can remember back in 2003 I 
was a junior in high school, and I volun-
teered in the school’s athletic training 
department and I was at the varsity foot-
ball practice.  Howard called me and I 
asked me if I wanted to go to a picnic for 
the ham radio club he was part of.            
I agreed.   
     I asked Howard where it was and he 
told me that we were going to the air field 
to teach me how to jump out of an air-
plane.  I don’t think so!  I thought.  I ques-
tioned it but Howard somehow got me 
convinced that I was jumping out of an 
airplane that night.  Thankfully we didn’t 
and it was in fact the picnic.  Howard 
stopped and grabbed some steaks          
(I think) for dinner and we went to the air 
field.  We had a great time and got to 
know some great people.  
      Howard and I left and on our way 
back to drop me off Howard started talk-
ing to Don, K9NR, on 94 simplex.  Don 
was telling Howard that it was nice that I 
was able to join them and asking if I was 
going to get my license.  Howard handed 
me his radio and told me some guide 
lines and what to do to talk and I could 
talk using AK9F.  So I talked to Don for a 
minute before I started getting out of 
range.  Howard told me what to do to 
switch the radio to key up the repeater.  
So I started to talk to Don for another few 
minutes before Don got to his house.  So 
I signed and Howard started to explain to 
me how a repeater works, what 73 
meant, and some other general informa-
tion of what ham radio is about. 
    Howard explained to me that also for 
what I want to do (Meteorology) ham ra-
dio will help quite a bit.  Within the next 
couple of years Howard and Sue took me 
along with them to the Dayton Hamfest.  
During the trip I found a handheld radio 
like the one that Howard had and I got it.   
     Howard found out that I tried to get my 
license on my own.  I took the test and 
barely missed it by 3 questions. 
     Howard sat down with me and helped 
me study for the test again so when I took 
the test again, I would have passed.  
Sure enough I passed my next test.  A 
couple weeks after, I got a voicemail from 
Howard to call him when I got a chance 
regarding my license.  I called him back 
after I got out of class at KCC and How-
ard told me that one of the other people 
that passed their test same day that I did 
got their call so he told me to go check  

and see if I got mine too.  
      When I got home I looked it up and 
sure enough I got my license.  I called 
Howard to tell him to turn his radio on 
so he could be my first contact.  How-
ard did and I made my first contact with 
my own call, KC9GNI to AK9F. 

Tallying the totals:  Bookkeeper Clay 
N9IO and Treasurer Francis KE9MG, 

accept money from John N9LYE, while 
auctioneer Dan WA9WAQ observes. 

How will Rollie N9RJM ever explain all 
these purchases to Jane??? 

  NCS FOR DECEMBER 
 Dec 5  N9LYE 
 Dec 12  N9OE 
 Dec 19  N9FD 
 Dec 26  N9LYE 

NCS FOR JANUARY 
 Jan 2  N9LYE 
 Jan 9  K9NR 
 Jan 16  N9OE 
 Jan 23  N9FD 
 Jan 30  N9LYE  

 Don’t forget the net!  
Mondays at  2100 hrs. local time 

Craig N9FD, Don K9NR, Bill N9OE, 
and Don KC9QPM compare notes on 
their purchases while waiting for the 

totals to be tallied. 

http://www.w9az.com/w9aznets.html


Archives by 
Clay N9IO 
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From the KARS archives circa May 1978 
Don Kerouac K9NR,  Ken Buser W9YNI (Now W9IE), 

Todd Ostrihonsky WB9RDI,  Dell Koerner W9NKR (sk) and Ed Drolet W9IBU / W9IM (sk) 
were all interviewed in a fabulous full page article by the Kankakee Daily Journal Newspaper in May 1978. 

Todd Ostrihonsky WB9RDI now of Oviedo, FL was KARS Secretary at the time of this article. 
Don Kerouac K9NR and Ken Buser W9YNI are both past presidents of KARS and currently serve on it's board of directors. 

 
The entire article is an excellent read and great representation of the amateur radio community of that era. 

The page has been split to fit the next two pages into this newsletter format for your review.  (Page 1 of the article) 
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From the KARS archives circa May 1978 
 

(Page 2 of the article) highlights the experiences of some of Kankakee‟s original ham radio 
operators back to the 1920‟s, Del Koerner W9NKR and Ed Drolet W9IBU / W9IM. 

Titled 50 years of fiddling with that „newfangled contraption‟. 

A little more insight along with photo and yet 
another Journal article continues on the next 
page featuring Del Koerner W9NKR and Ed 
Drolet W9IBU. 

KARS HOMEPAGE—  WWW.W9AZ.COM  —KARS HOMEPAGE  
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KARS HOMEPAGE—  WWW.W9AZ.COM  —KARS HOMEPAGE  
From the KARS archives 

Del Koerner W9NKR photo circa 1940‟s 
Ed Drolet W9IBU / W9IM Daily Journal article circa Nov 1957 

Pictured below Del Koerner W9NKR founder of Ko-
erner Aviation on the SW outskirts of Kankakee.  An 
avid pilot Del was known to “buzz” the local KARS 
Field Day site in his bi-wing plane says Don Kerouac 
K9NR. 
Del’s pilot's license was signed by "the Orville Wright," 
of the Wright brothers. 
Del was first licensed as a ham by the Navy in 1918,   
at that time the FCC did not yet exist. 
Del had also attended the second National Convention 
of the American Radio Relay League (ARRL) in        
Chicago back in 1923. 

Pictured left with his “best friend” Rufus, 
Ed Drolet W9IBU (call later changed to W9IM) was 
State’s Attorney in Kankakee. 
Ed was KARS President from 1942-1944. 
KARS affiliated with the American Radio Relay League 
(ARRL) in 1942 at the direction of Mr Drolet. 
Many great photo ops and articles were printed by the 
Kankakee Daily Journal in the 1950’s usually featuring 
Ed in a civil defense communications / amateur radio 
subject article. 
This article from November 1957 was a light hearted 
response to the Russian space hound launched in 
Sputnik II. 
Rufus is featured attempting to make contact with a 
“malyshka”  the “Doggone Red Space Hound”. 


